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Vaccination Stakeholder Briefing

Welcome to the latest edition of our Vaccination Stakeholder Briefing.

This month, our updates include information on the launch of the new chickenpox (varicella) vaccine
for children and the launch of the new website to help inform families and professionals about HPV.

If you would like any further information or support with any of the items below, please don’t hesitate
to email us at: ssotics.comms@staffsstoke.icb.nhs.uk

Chickenpox vaccine now available for children in Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent

Families across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent can now benefit from an important addition to the
NHS routine childhood vaccination programme. From January 2026, the chickenpox (varicella) vaccine
has been introduced for the first time, helping to protect children from this common but sometimes
serious illness. Read the full article on the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent ICS website.

Hundreds of thousands of young children now to be protected against chickenpox
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The NHS’s vaccination programme is being expanded to include chickenpox (also known as varicella)
for the first time to help shield young children from getting seriously ill. Read the full news article on
the NHS England website.

Midlands region surpasses 3.5 million flu vaccinations

As a region the Midlands have surpassed 3.5 million flu vaccinations. Data published on 8 January
shows that of 4 January frontline flu vaccine uptake was at 46.9% overall. For more flu statistics visit
the NHS England website.

Bounce back in winter viruses as NHS top doctor warns ‘the worst is far from over’

Christmas and New Year gatherings may have caused a bounce back in winter viruses, as the health
service also grapples with a vicious cold snap. Figures published, show that the number of patients in
hospital beds with flu has risen by 9% on the previous week (2,924), following two weeks where that
number had fallen. Read the full article on the NHS England website.

Launch of website for families and professionals about the HPV vaccine

A website to help teenagers and parents find out about the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine in
schools is now available. The HPV Inform website will contribute to overcoming HPV vaccine

misinformation and empowering families with access to the information they need to make decisions
which can help protect their teenage children’s health.

Reminder: The flu vaccine is still available to order in small quantities. Continued vaccination is
important as high flu cases continue to impact services.
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Free training for early years providers - Let’s Talk Childhood Immunisations

The Child Health Information Service and NHS South, Central and West Commissioning Support Unit
are offering online 1-hour training sessions to support early years providers in raising awareness of the
importance of routine immunisations. The next two sessions will take place on Thursday 22 January,
10-11am, and Tuesday 27 January, 6.30-7.30pm. Register here.

Winter vaccine resources

e Anupdated winter vaccination toolkit from NHS England is available, including translations
of maternity and long-term health conditions. There are also new school-aged children

vaccination assets.

e University Hospitals Birmingham NHS Foundation Trust have developed two films which show
recreations of what happens to someone with asthma and an older person when they catch flu
and are not vaccinated. Download video 1 here and video 2 here.

e Thereis aneasyread COVID-19 leaflet, with information about the vaccine, eligibility and how

to get the vaccine.

Translated resources

¢ Onthe national campaign resource centre there are translated flu eligibility and
consent assets, translated COVID eligibility assets, and RSV translated assets available to
download in a number of languages.

Local resources

o The Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Integrated Care System website local campaign resource

centre has downloadable materials including social media assets, posters, leaflets, videos and
podcasts.

Changes to the childhood immunisation programme resources

e To support the introduction of the MMRV vaccination into the routine childhood vaccination
schedule to replace the MMR vaccination, there are resources available on the
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national campaign resource centre, including a communications toolkit and social media

assets.

e Public-facing immunisation resources, including posters and leaflets that can be downloaded
on the GOV.UK website. There is also a guide for parents and carers.

Guidance

e Materials to help non-clinical staff hold vaccine confident conversations are available on
the NHS England Vaccine Confidence Hub.

e A practical guide for staff on managing cases of infectious diseases in children and young
people settings, including education. Read more on GOV.UK website.

o To sign up for the UK Health Security Agency Vaccine Update bulletin: Click here.
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